
ROUGH SLEEPING IN COVENTRY





The official Rough Sleepers Count follows the methodology set out by the Department of Communities and Local Government.  This means the officials carrying out the count cannot enter any building (such as squats) or open spaces (such as parks), nor count anyone who is not actually lying down.  





The official count in Coventry in March 2006 (and in March 2007) was 6 rough sleepers. 





The Homelessness Strategy Officer in Coventry City Council recognised the severe limitations of this count and in March 2006 set up a Rough Sleeper Monitoring Exercise during the same week as the official count.   They asked a number of different agencies to interview their service users to find out how many had slept rough in the previous 7 days (recording the figures in a way designed to prevent double counting).





This more realistic count found 73 rough sleepers.











REASONS FOR ROUGH SLEEPING





Breakdown of relationships, for example:


Marriage – family home has to be sold


Partners – no legal right to remain in partner’s home


Young people – leaving parents or “care” situations





Rent arrears arising for example from:


Local Housing Allowance is paid directly to tenants and can be mis-spent by them through ignorance, inability to budget adequately, or addictions


Changes in benefits means that those with low literacy or learning limitations often don’t understand the need to reclaim their housing benefit - therefore losing their rent 


Spells in prison can mean that people fail to give notice on properties or cancel their Housing Benefit


Those fleeing violence often leave without giving notice or notifying the Housing Benefit department


Mistakes can be made in the Housing Benefit department processing claims incorrectly





Anti-social behaviour or addictions may mean exclusion from housing 





Some people become institutionalised (through, for example, time in prison or being brought up in care) or may feel unable to cope with the responsibility of running a house





Some become “homeless on the inside”, often through abuse in childhood, or choose to remain homeless because they feel safer on the street than in a hostel





Those that have no right to benefits and cannot work such as Asylum Seekers and EU immigrants








SOLUTIONS TO HOMELESSNESS





Increase numbers of hostel places 





“Safe” houses for victims of abuse





Provide more emergency accommodation for destitute Asylum Seekers and EU immigrants





Challenge NIMBY-ism that prevents new hostels gaining planning permission








Mediation to reconcile relationships





Schemes to help vulnerable tenants get their Local Housing Allowance paid direct to their Landlord so they can rent from private landlords





Budgeting and other life skills training for successful retention of tenancies and repayment of arrears





Advocacy and legal representation to quash wrongful arrears





Rehabs and specialist hostels to be linked to suitable follow-on housing





Emotional and practical support by professionals for vulnerable tenants to help them maintain a tenancy











WHY IS HOUSING DIFFICULT TO FIND?





There are less Council/Social housing units available because:


Housing in poor estates is demolished because it is not very habitable - but is then not replaced


Many homes have now been sold through the “right to buy” scheme and are therefore no longer available for new tenants





There is an increasing need for social housing because:


Demographic changes have meant more single person or single parent households


Higher house prices has made getting on “the first step of the ladder” of the housing market more difficult





Private landlords are less willing to rent property to those on benefits because the new Government Local Housing Allowance scheme does not allow payment of the rent direct to the landlord. They run the risk of not being paid by the tenant 





Hostel accommodation has been reduced because old premises were no longer suitable and have therefore closed, e.g. YMCA, YWCA, Manor Guildhouse, Stoke Green Lodge











